The Civil War

was the thought of this upright youth beyond the
minds of his instructors, who would fain have found
in his " daily walk and conversation'* reasons for
expelling him from college.

It is a significant commentary on this letter of
President Felton's, threatening the expulsion of
Fiske if found guilty of disseminating Positive or
Evolutionary ideas among students, that eight
years later, in the first dawn of the new era at
Harvard, Fiske should be officially called by the
new President to expound these same ideas to the
college.

VIII. The Civil War: its effect upon his mind
And still the record of these eventful college days
is incomplete. These well-preserved letters.of fifty
years ago, with their display of a noble love for
learning, coupled with high ideals of personal char-
acter, show yet another phase of the life of this
scholarly student which is of great interest to-day,
as reflecting somewhat the terrible ordeal through
which the Nation was passing.

We have already seen how the main issue in the
great Civil War struggle was projected into the col-
lege life through the Law School: we are now to see
how the undergraduate life was affected thereby.

The baleful effect of this fearful conflict was at
the outset severely felt in the quiet, academic shades
of Harvard. In the spring of 1861 every class experi-
enced the sundering of class ties through the resig-

235 guardian to take him away.''
